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European Commission Consultation on Access to Data 

Consultation period: 18 March – 30 April 2020 

If you have questions or would like to add your remarks independent from this survey, please contact 

Ms. Annika Linck (a.linck@digitalsme.eu) 

We will gather your feedback on this European Commission survey, and submit a joint response on 

behalf of European DIGITAL SME Alliance. If we gather extensive feedback, we may develop a position 

paper on behalf of the organisation. 

 

Background: 

Europe is undergoing a digital transition that is changing our societies and economies at an unprecedented 

speed. Data is at the core of this transformation. It has an impact on all economic sectors and also on the 

daily lives of citizens. The aim of the European strategy for data is to create a single European data space: 

a genuine single market for data, where personal as well as non-personal data, including confidential data, 

are secure. This will make it easier for businesses and public authorities to access an almost infinite amount 

of high-quality data to boost growth and create value, while reducing the carbon footprint of the EU 

economy. To fulfil this ambition, the EU can build its single market for data on a strong legal framework in 

terms of data protection, freedom to provide services and of establishment, fundamental rights, safety and 

cybersecurity – and this will be further stimulated by a large degree of interconnection in digital public 

services. In addition, the EU has a strong industrial base and a recognised technological capacity to build 

safe and reliable complex products and services, from aeronautics to energy, automotive, medical 

equipment and digital. The Commission is putting forward a European data strategy that benefits society 

and the entire European digital economy. It puts the citizen at the centre of the data-driven economy while 

ensuring that European companies and public authorities can capitalise on the data they generate and also 

have better access to the data generated by others. You can consult the European data strategy here. You 

are invited to read this document prior to completing the questionnaire. This public consultation will help 

shape the future policy agenda on the EU data economy. It will feed into possible Commission initiatives on 

access to and re-use of data.  

This questionnaire tackles: 

Part 2: Specific questions on future actions: Data governance 

Summary of general topics: Data governance mechanisms, Standardisation, Secondary use of data, 

Data altruism, Data intermediaries 

Specific topics: Identification of high-value datasets, The (self-/co-) regulatory context of cloud 

computing 
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Specific questions on future actions: identification of high-value datasets 

The recently adopted Directive 2019/1024/EU (Open Data Directive) introduces the concept of high-

value datasets (HVDs), defined as documents the re-use of which is associated with important benefits 

for society and the economy (e.g. job creation, new digital services, more efficient and evidence-based 

policy making). Under the directive, the Commission is required to adopt an implementing act setting 

out a list of specific high value datasets within the thematic categories listed in Annex I to the directive 

(geospatial; earth observation and environment; meteorological; statistics; companies and company 

ownership; mobility). The directive specifies that those datasets shall be made available for re-use free 

of charge, in machine-readable formats, provided via application programming interfaces (APIs) and, 

where relevant, as bulk download. 

The answers to the questions below will help the Commission draw up an EU-wide list of specific 

highvalue datasets. 

'The establishment of a list of high-value datasets, to be made available free of charge, without 

restrictions and via APIs, is a good way to ensure that public sector data has a positive impact on the 

EU's economy and society.' To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

 ☒Strongly agree 

 ☐Somewhat agree 

 ☐Neutral 

 ☐Somewhat disagree 

 ☐Strongly disagree 

 ☐I don’t know / no opinion 

Apart from the potential to generate socio-economic benefits, please indicate the relevance of the 

following additional factors to be taken into account when selecting datasets for the future list of 

high value datasets: 

The re-use of the dataset would increase if it was provided free of charge.  

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

The dataset belongs to a thematic area in which there are few EU-level requirements for opening up 

data.  

 ☐Very relevant 

 ☒Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 
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The re-use of the dataset would increase if its availability under uniform conditions was ensured 

across the entire EU.  

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

The re-use of the dataset would increase if it was available via an application programming interface 

(API).  

 ☐Very relevant 

 ☒Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

If other factors: please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Under the Open Data Directive, specific high-value datasets will have to be available free of charge, 

in a machine-readable format, provided via APIs and, where relevant, provided as a bulk download. 

Please indicate the relevance of each of the other arrangements indicated below to improve the re-

usability of specific high-value datasets.  

Licensing and other terms applicable to re-use 

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

Standardised formats of data and metadata 

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

Possibility of user feedback 
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 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

Specific technical arrangements for dissemination 

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

If other arrangements, please specify: 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Please specify which specific technical arrangements for dissemination: 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

EU programmes may provide funding to enhance the availability and re-use of highvalue datasets 

across Europe. For each of the following activities, please indicate how relevant it is to support them. 

Improving the quality (e.g. machine-readability) and interoperability of the data /metadata 

 ☒Very relevant 

 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

Ensuring sustainable data provision via application programming interfaces (APIs) 

 ☐Very relevant 

 ☒Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

Engaging with re-users (promoting the data, co-defining use-cases) 

 ☒Very relevant 
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 ☐Relevant  

 ☐Neutral  

 ☐Not relevant 

 ☐Not relevant at all 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 

According to your experience and the expected potential of concrete datasets, indicate up to three 

specific datasets that should be listed in each of the thematic categories of high-value datasets, as 

referred to in Article 13(1) of the Open Data Directive: 

 ☐Specific datasets 

 ☐Geospatial 

 ☐Earth observation and environment 

 ☐Meteorological 

 ☒Statistics 

 ☒Companies and company ownership 

 ☒Mobility 
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Specific questions on future actions: the (self-/co-) regulatory context of cloud computing 

Data processing that underpins data sharing, in particular in common European data spaces will 

increasingly be performed in cloud and edge infrastructures. Such infrastructures can present cost-

effective alternatives and, in the case of edge computing, enable real-time data processing in a 

connected device. Cloud and edge services are covered by European rules like the General Data 

Protection Regulation and the Free Flow of Non-personal Data Regulation, and implementation of 

these rules can happen by means of self-regulatory schemes like codes of conduct. To ensure that 

cloud and edge services offered in Europe are secure, user friendly and compliant with the rules, the 

applicable rules should be implemented by service providers in an appropriate and transparent way. 

Does your organisation use and/or provide cloud or edge services? 

 ☒Yes, my organisation uses cloud or edge services 

 ☐Yes, my organisation provides cloud or edge services 

 ☐None of the two 

Does your organisation use: 

 ☒Cloud 

 ☐Edge 

 ☐Both cloud and edge 

 ☐Does your organisation provide: 

 ☐Cloud 

 ☐Edge 

 ☐Both cloud and edge 

Please explain why you do not use cloud, edge or neither of the two: 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Do you believe the cloud market currently offers the technological solutions that you need to grow 

and innovate your business? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

Do you feel that your organisation’s sensitive data is adequately protected and secured by the 

cloud services you use? 

 ☐Yes 

 ☒No 

Please specify the problems 

Data privacy concerns related to obscure methods used by cloud providers in order to protect the 

confidentiality of data. Cloud computing consumers are inherently distrustful of cloud providers. 

Additionally, data availability may be affected by cloud infrastructure outages. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 



 

 
CLUJ IT DATA INTELLIGENCE WORKGROUP 

 
Have you experienced problems in the context of the current functioning and constitution of the 

market for cloud services in Europe? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

Do these problems relate to: 

 ☐Cost of cloud services 

 ☒A limited possibility to switch providers, please specify 

 ☒Asymmetry of power of negotiation between customer and provide, please specify 

 ☐Contractual practice on the market, including unilateral change of terms and conditions, 

please specify 

 ☒Security risks, including leakage of data or intellectual property 

 ☐Other 

 ☐Please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Do you perceive risks emerging from the current functioning and constitution of the market for 

cloud services in Europe? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

Do these risks relate to: 

 ☒Cost of cloud services 

 ☒A limited possibility to switch providers, please specify 

 ☒Asymmetry of power of negotiation between customer and provide, please specify 

 ☐Contractual practice on the market, including unilateral change of terms and conditions, 

please specify 

 ☒Security risks, including leakage of data or intellectual property 

 ☐Other 

 ☐Please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Does your organisation have flexibility to procure/adopt new and innovative cloud solutions if they 

emerge on the market? 

 ☐Yes 

 ☒No 

Is this related to: 

 ☒Technical barriers 

 ☒Legal/contractual barriers 
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 ☒Economic/cost barriers 

 ☐Security barriers 

 ☐Other barriers 

If technical barriers, please specify 

Cloud services lock-ins and incompatibilities (low service interoperability); 

Data export limitations and inconsistencies (low data portability). 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

If legal/contractual barriers, please specify 

Inconsistency of contractual terms between different providers (e.g. instance/virtual machine/virtual 

machine instance; 

Unclear explanation of charging policies (e.g. what you use vs what you provision); 

Unclear price change policies and limitations. 

 (Please click on field to enter your text) 

If economic/cost barriers, please specify 

Unpredictable changes is pricing/charging policy; 

Imbalanced negotiation power between supplier and customer. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

If security barriers, please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

If other barriers, please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Is your organisation aware of self-regulatory schemes for cloud/edge services (for example, codes of 

conduct or certification schemes)? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

Please indicate in which of the following areas you are aware of self-regulatory approaches: 

 ☒Data protection 

 ☐Data portability 

 ☒Security 

 ☐Energy efficiency 

 ☐Other 
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If other, please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Can you please name the specific schemes that you are familiar with? 

STAR Certification/US from Cloud Security Alliance 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

How do you believe market awareness of these schemes could be raised? 

Public presentations, requirements/recommendations for self-regulatory compliance, industry 

specific self-regulatory bodies.  

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Do you believe a self-regulatory approach is appropriate to identify best practices to apply EU 

legislation or self-regulation? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

If yes, do you believe a self-regulatory approach is appropriate to identify best practices to apply EU 

legislation or self-regulation relating to: 

 ☒Data protection 

 ☒Data portability 

 ☒Security 

 ☒Energy-efficiency 

 ☐Other 

If other, please specify 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Please explain why: 

Self-regulation is a grass root movement which will focus closer on the practical concerns of industry 

and consumers. Based on the concerns raised during self-regulation process, the state regulation 

should consolidate the regulation related to these concerns and harmonize it with national and 

international law. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 

Would it be beneficial for your organisation if applicable rules for cloud and edge would be bundled 

and corresponding information made available by the European Commission? 

 ☒Yes 

 ☐No 

 ☐I don't know / no opinion 
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Final comments 

Klicken oder tippen Sie hier, um Text einzugeben. 

(Please click on field to enter your text) 
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QUESTIONNAIRE COMPLETION NOTE 
 
This questionnaire was filled by: 
 
Marin Iuga  
E-mail: marin.iuga@intertechnica.com  
Phone: +40723065651 
Title: Coordinator of the ClujIT Data Intelligence Group 
 
on behalf of the ClujIT Data Intelligence Group.  
 
The following companies were consulted during the completion of this questionnaire: 
 

  

INTERTECHNICA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS SRL 
www.intertechnica.com 

ENDAVA 
www.endava.com  

  
  

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY of Cluj Napoca 
https://www.utcluj.ro   

ARTSOFT CONSULT S.R.L. 
www.artsoft-consult.ro  

  
  

JPARD SOLUTIONS S.R.L. 
www.jpard.com 

ALPHA SOFTWARE 
www.asw.ro  

  
 

 
ROMANIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY S.R.L. 

www.rist.ro 
CRISOFT S.R.L. 
www.crisoft.ro  

  
  

S.C. Software ITC Cluj S.A. 
www.softwareitccluj.ro 

 

 
 

mailto:marin.iuga@intertechnica.com
http://www.intertechnica.com/
http://www.endava.com/
https://www.utcluj.ro/
http://www.artsoft-consult.ro/
http://www.jpard.com/
http://www.asw.ro/
http://www.rist.ro/
http://www.crisoft.ro/

